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March 12: Diplomatic sources cited by the Washington Post (03/13/88) said that in a gesture to help
resolve the Panamanian political crisis, on March 9 the Spanish government informed the US it
would give asylum to Noriega. The offer was reportedly made by Juan Antonio Yanez, principal
foreign policy adviser to Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, during three days of unpublicized talks in
Washington last week with Panamanian opponents of Noreiga, and in a separate meeting with Asst.
Secretary of State Elliott Abrams and Lt. Col. Colin Powell. In the March 11 talk with Abrams, Yanez
is understood to have said that the offer depends on US agreement not to seek Noriega's extradition
from Spain to face federal drug trafficking and racketeering indictments. The diplomatic sources
told the Post that US officials have not ruled out the possibility of such an arrangement. Madrid
has also insisted that the US make clear that any deal involving Noriega's exile is not part of an
effort to abrogate the 1978 Panama Canal Treaties. [US officials cited by the Post claim that Noriega
has millions of dollars salted away, principally in France and the Dominican Republic. Thus, they
said, if Noriega decides that exile is inevitable, he would likely prefer residence in one of those two
countries. However, said the officials, there is virtually no chance that Noriega could obtain asylum
in France. Paris is still irritated over US actions following the 1986 ouster of Haitian dictator JeanClaude Duvalier. France gave Duvalier a temporary haven on the grounds of what it claims was an
understanding that the US would find him a permanent refuge in another country. Washington did
not deliver on the commitment, and Duvalier remains in France. Noriega's daughter is married to
a prominent Dominican, who has close ties to top commanders of that country's armed forces. The
US is opposed to Noriega's residence in the Dominican Republic because of the island's proximity to
Panama and Miami. Such proximity could permit Noriega to continue involvement in Panamanian
politics, and alleged ties to regional drug traffickers.] March 13: According to the New York Times
(03/14/88), another condition placed by the Spanish government on its offer of asylum for Noriega
is that the general must make the request himself. Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez
Ordonez, who was traveling in Venezuela on Monday confirmed earlier reports that the offer had
been made. Luis Yanez, Spanish Secretary of State for International Cooperation, told reporters
that Spain was not soliciting a request for asylum from Noriega, "but we would not put obstacles
in the way...If General Noriega asked for asylum in Spain, and if that would help solve Panama's
problems, Spain would give him asylum." Luis is the brother of Juan Antonio Yanez. Last week,
Juan Antonio Yanez met with Gabriel Lewis Galinos, Jose Blandon and Yago Pico de Coana, three
Panamanian opposition leaders. In an interview on March 13 with Cable News Network (CNN),
Lewis urged Noriega to accept the Spanish government's offer. "It's about time he understands
the game is over." Rep. Peter H. Kostmayer (D-Pa.), said that the US should consider Spain's
request that Washington make no extradition effort, since such condition might be the only way to
remove Noriega. Senior administration officials reportedly have urged Reagan to seek Noriega's
extradition if he seeks asylum in Spain. Reagan has the authority to move to dismiss the indictments
filed against Noriega. March 14: Avoiding reporters' questions on Spain's offer, White House
spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater said the US "intends to follow the legal process" in dealing with
Noriega. Asked to define the "legal process," Fitzwater noted that Noriega is "under indictment" on
drug trafficking charges, and added, "He'll be arrested if it's possible." He admitted that the legal
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process could mean that the administration would press for extradition or that the president could
choose not to do so. [On March 11, Secretary of State George Shultz said that if Noriega steps down
and goes into exile, the US will not drop the drug-trafficking charges. When reporters asked why
Noriega would give up his safe haven in Panama under those circumstances, Shultz replied: "Well,
he ought to be thinking a little bit about the good of the people of Panama that's one reason."] (Basic
data from several sources, including Washington Post, New York Times)
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